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CULTURAL EVENTS 
Statement by Minister for Culture and the Arts 

MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Minister for Culture and the Arts) [12.04 pm]: I rise to briefly update the 
house on a wonderful new exhibition on display at the Art Gallery of Western Australia. Treasure Ships: 
Art in the Age of Spices is the first exhibition in Australia to present the artistic and cultural interaction between 
Europe and Asia from the fifteenth to the eighteenth centuries—a period known as the Age of Spices. The 
exhibition showcases more than 250 rarely seen objects from public and private collections from around the 
world, including Australia, India, Portugal, Singapore and the United States of America. I had the pleasure of 
attending the opening last Wednesday and can speak to the quality and diversity of the objects on display. Some 
highlights include the first editions of Robinson Crusoe and Gulliver’s Travels; shipwreck artefacts from the 
Batavia and the Gilt Dragon, which both sank off the WA coast; maps, books and journal charts from when 
Australia was first discovered; and a range of beautiful ceramics, furniture, metalware, paintings, prints and 
textiles. This exhibition has been developed in partnership with the Art Gallery of South Australia. I commend 
all the staff involved in curating and installing such a wonderful display. The exhibition runs until 31 January 
2016. It is a ticketed exhibition; I will arrange for members to be sent a double pass to it. 

The state’s cultural institutions, particularly focused around the Perth Cultural Centre, continue to deliver 
engaging, high-quality events to the public. The Art Gallery’s very popular ArtBar has returned for another 
season, with a number of popular Australian music acts. Also, on Friday nights from 30 October to 
18 December, there will be free live music in the courtyard of the State Theatre Centre as part of the 
Courtyard Club—a Perth Theatre Trust partnership with radio station RTRFM. Early next year, the 
Western Australian Museum will be preparing for its next major exhibition, A History of the World 
in 100 Objects, from the British Museum. This exhibition is a major coup for Western Australia as it will be seen 
only here and in Canberra at the National Museum of Australia. As always, I am immensely proud of the vitality 
of the state’s arts and cultural sector, with activities for all tastes and ages throughout the year. 
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